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Correspondence with Wildlife Agencies



Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
P.O.Box 281213
Lakewood, CO 8§0228-8213

JAN 112092

Ms. Susan Linner

Colorado Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services
Colorado Field Office

P.O. Box 25486, DFC (65412)

Denver, CO 80225-0486

Re: Determination of No Effect to Federally Listed Species: Granby Pumping Plant
Switchyard - Windy Gap Substation Transmission Line Rebuild, Grand County, CO

Dear Ms. Linner:

Western Area Power Administration (Western), a power marketing administration within the
United States (1.S.) Department of Energy (DOE), is proposing to rebuild and upgrade the
Granby Pumping Plant Switchyard-Windy Gap Substation 69-kilovolt (kV) transmission line in
Grand County, Colorado. The proposed project involves rebuilding and upgrading the existing
single-circuit line, currently on a 30-foot right-of-way (ROW), as a double-circuit transmission
line on a 100-foot ROW and adding a second power transformer to the Granby Pumping Plant
Switchyard. The existing 69-kV, H-frame wood pole line would be removed. One circuit would
replace the existing 69-kV line; the other circuit would be a new 138-kV line. The new ROW
width would be 100-feet wide. The Granby Pumping Plant Switchyard would be expanded to
accommodate the second circuit and power transformer. Windy Gap Substation would be
modified to accommodate the second circuit. Western is preparing an environmental impact
statement for this project. The U.S. Forest Service, Burean of Land Management, and Grand
County are cooperating agencies. Additional project background information is located at:
http://ww2.wapa.gov/sites/western/transmission/infrastruct/Pages/GranbyPumpingPlant.aspx.

The draft environmental impact statement is scheduled to be released before the end of January
2012.

The preferred alternative (Alternative D, Option 1) would remove the existing single-circuit 69-
kV line and construct approximately 11.8 miles of 138-kV double-circuit line using single-pole
steel structures. Most of the alignment for Alternative D, Option 1 follows either the existing
transmission line alignment or the Windy Gap Water Pipeline ROW, with the exception of a new
1.3-mile alignment on the east side of Table Mountain (just inside the Arapahoe National
Recreation Area (ARNA) boundary). This would avoid affecting houses in the Scanloch
Subdivision. Where the alternative would be located on the existing alignment, the 30-foot
ROW would be expanded to 100 feet to accommodate requirements for construction, operation,
and maintenance.

Threatened and Endangered Species in the Project Area

Western consulted The US Fish and Wildlife Service Threatened and Endangered Species List
for Grand County, Colorado (July 2010) to determine federally listed species that may occur
within the project area. Those species are listed in Table 1 below. Species retained for analysis
included Penland’s beardtongue (Penstemon penlandii), Osterhout milkvetch (Astragalus
osterhoutii), and the Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis). Because aquatic habitats would be avoided




and buffered, fish species were not carried forward for analysis (Table 1). A copy of the
biological report is included on the enclosed CD and can also be downloaded from:
http://ww2 . wapa.gov/sites/western/transmission/infrastruct/Documents/gpp-

wgp/Final Biological Report 30-Sept-11.pdf.

Federally listed species, including the Colorado butterfly plant (Gaura neomexicana ssp.
Coloradensis), Ute ladies’- tresses orchid (Spiranthes diluvialis), and the western prairie fringed
orchid (Platanthera praeclara), were also excluded from analysis because no suitable habitat

occurs in the project area and there would be no water depletions.

Table 1. Federally Listed Species with the Potential to Oceur in Grand County

Lynx canadensis

Yes

Retained, although no
suitable habitat in
project area

Adquatic habitats will be

Bonytail chub Gila elegans E No avoided and buffered

Colorado Ptychocheilus Aquatic habitats will be

pikeminnow lucius E No avoided and buffered

Greenback Oncorhynchus Aquatic habitats will be

cutthroat trout clarkii stomias T No avoided and buffered
Aquatic habitats will be

Humpback chub | Gila cypha E No avoided and buffered

Razorback Aquatic habitats will be

sucker Xryauchen texanus E No avoided and buffered

Osterhout Astragalus

milkvetch osterhoutii E Yes

Penland’s Penstemon

beardtongue penlandii E Yes

Effects to Federally Listed Species

Western reviewed potential effects to federally listed species within the project area and made
the following determinations:

Mammals

Canada Lynx — The project area is below 9,000-feet in elevation, does not occur in lynx habitat,
and is over two miles from the closest Lynx Analysis Unit (LAU). The proposed action would

have no effect on the Canada lynx or its habitat.

Plant Species
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Osterhout milk-vetch - The proposed action, is not expected to have direct or indirect effects on
this species or its habitat. There would be no effect to Osterhout milk-vetch from the proposed
action for the following reasons:

A review of existing information shows no known occurrences of this species in the project
area.

Field surveys were conducted within the proposed ROW in 2008 and again in July 2009 by
qualified specialists using the USFWS standard protocol for federally listed plant species.

No Osterhout milk-vetch were observed during field surveys.

Penland’s Beardtongue - The proposed action is not expected to have direct or indirect effects
on this species or its habitat. There will be no effect to Penland’s beardtongue from the
proposed action for the following reasons:

A review of existing information shows no known occurrences of this species in the project
area.

Field surveys for this species were conducted within the ROW in 2008 and again in 2009 by
qualified specialists using the USFWS standard protocol for federally listed plant species.

No Penland’s Beardtongue were observed during field surveys.

Determinations Summary

Based on the information above, Western determined that the proposed action would have no
effect on federally listed species. If you have questions or require additional information, please
call or e-mail me at (720) 962-7255 or hartman@wapa.gov.

Sincerely, ’7

l/j/ Jim Hartman
NEPA Project Coordinator

Enclosure




cc:

Ms. Carol Kruse

Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forest
2150 Centre Avenue, Building E

Fort Collins, CO 80526

M. Lyle Sidener, Area Manager
Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Hot Sulphur Springs Service Center
P.O.Box 216

Hot Sulphur Springs, CO 80451

Mr. Dave Stout, Field Manager
Kremmling Field Office
Bureau of L.and Management
2103 E. Park Avenue
P.O.Box 68

Kremmhng, CO 80459




U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
ECOLOGICAL SERVICES
COLORADO FIELD OFFICES

P.O. Box 25486 — DFC 764 Horizon Drive, Bldg. B
Denver, Colorado 80225 Grand Junction, Colorado 81502
Phone 303-236-4773 Phone 970-243-2778

ENDANGERED, THREATENED, PROPOSED AND CANDIDATE SPECIES
COLORADO COUNTIES

February 2008

Symbols:

* - Water depletions in the Upper Colorado River and San Juan River Basins, may affect the
species and/or critical habitat in downstream reaches in other states.

A - Water depletions in the South Platte River may affect the species and/or critical habitat in
downstream reaches in other states.

© - There is designated critical habitat for the species within the county.

T - Threatened

E - Endangered

P - Proposed

X - Experimental

C - Candidate

Species Scientific Name Status
ADAMS

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
ALAMOSA

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
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Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
ARAPAHOE

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
ARCHULETA

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pagosa skyrocket Ipomopsis polyantha C
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
BACA

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Lesser prairie chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
BENT

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) Sternula antillarum E
Lesser prairie chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
BOULDER

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura neomexicana spp. coloradensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
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Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
BROOMEFIELD

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura neomexicana spp. coloradensis T
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
CHAFFEE

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
CHEYENNE

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Lesser prairie chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
CLEAR CREEK

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
CONEJOS

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C




COSTILLA

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
CROWLEY

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) Sternula antillarum E
Lesser prairie chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
CUSTER

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
DELTA

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Clay-loving wild buckwheat Eriogonum pelinophilum E
Colorado pikeminnow© Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub Gila cypha E
Razorback sucker© Xyrauchen texanus E
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus T
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
DENVER

Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
DOLORES

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
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Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
DOUGLAS

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura neomexicana spp. coloradensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Pawnee montane skipper Hesperia leonardus montana T
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse© Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
EAGLE

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow™ Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
ELBERT

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
EL PASO

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
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Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
FREMONT

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
GARFIELD

Bonytail Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow© Ptychocheilus lucius E
De Beque phacelia Phacelia submutica C
Humpback chub Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Parachute beardtongue Penstemon debilis C
Razorback sucker© Xyrauchen texanus E
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
GILPIN

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
GRAND

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
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Osterhout milkvetch Astragalus osterhoutii E
Penland beardtongue Penstemon penlandii E
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
GUNNISON

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
HINSDALE

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow™ Ptychocheilus lucius E
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
HUERFANO

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
JACKSON

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
North Park phacelia Phacelia formosula E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
JEFFERSON

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura neomexicana spp. coloradensis T
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Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Pawnee montane skipper Hesperia leonardus montana T
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse© Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
KIOWA

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) Sternula antillarum E
Lesser prairie chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
KIT CARSON

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
LAKE

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Penland alpine fen mustard Eutrema penlandii T
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
LA PLATA

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Knowlton cactus Pediocactus knowltonii E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
LARIMER

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura neomexicana spp. coloradensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
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Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
North Park phacelia Phacelia formosula E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse© Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
LAS ANIMAS

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
New Mexico meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius luteus C
LINCOLN

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Lesser prairie chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
LOGAN

Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
MESA

Bonytail© Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow© Ptychocheilus lucius E
De Beque phacelia Phacelia submutica C
Humpback chub© Gila cypha E
Razorback sucker© Xyrauchen texanus E
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus T
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
MINERAL

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
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Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
MOFFAT

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail© Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow© Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub© Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker© Xyrauchen texanus E
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid (Yampa River Spiranthes diluvialis T
floodplain)

Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
MONTEZUMA

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Mancos milkvetch Astragalus humillimus E
Mesa Verde cactus Sclerocactus mesae-verdae T
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Sleeping Ute milkvetch Astragalus tortipes C
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
MONTROSE

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Clay-loving wild buckwheat Eriogonum pelinophilum E
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus T
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C

MORGAN
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Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
OTERO

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) Sternula antillarum E
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
OURAY

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
PARK

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Pawnee montane skipper Hesperia leonardus montana T
Penland alpine fen mustard Eutrema penlandii T
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
PHILLIPS

None

PITKIN

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
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Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
PROWERS

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) Sternula antillarum E
Lesser prairie chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
PUEBLO

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
RIO BLANCO

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow®© Ptychocheilus lucius E
Dudley Bluffs bladderpod Lesquerella congesta T
Dudley Bluffs twinpod Physaria obcordata T
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
White River beardtongue Penstemon scariosus var. albifluvis C
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
R10 GRANDE

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow™ Ptychocheilus lucius E
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
ROUTT

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
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Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow™ Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
SAGUACHE

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
SAN JUAN

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
SAN MIGUEL

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
SEDGWICK

Least tern (interior population) Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
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SUMMIT

Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Penland alpine fen mustard Eutrema penlandii T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
TELLER

Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni C
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Pawnee montane skipper Hesperia leonardus montana T
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse© Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
WASHINGTON

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
WELD

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura neomexicana spp. coloradensis T
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
YUMA

None T

14




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
Colorado Field Office
755 Parfet Street, Suite 361
Lakewood, Colorado 80215

IN REPLY REFER TO:
ES/CO: T&E/Species list
Mail Stop 65412

JUL 13 2005

Mr. Rodney Jones

Western Area Power Administration
Rocky Mountain Region

5555 E. Crossroads Boulevard
Loveland, Colorado 80539-3003

Dear Mr. Jones:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your letter dated June 30, 2005, regarding the
proposed rebuild of the Granby Pumping Plant to Windy Gap 69-kV Transmission Line, located near
Grand Lake and the town of Granby, Grand County, Colorado. These comments have been prepared under
the provisions of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et. seq.), the
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940 (BGEPA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 668 et. seq.), and the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (MBTA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 703 et. seq.).

For your convenience, we have enclosed a list of Colorado’s threatened and endangered species, as well as
the counties in which they are known to occur. We cannot provide site-specific details.

If questions regarding the presence of an endangered species, the extent of its habitat, or the effects of a
particular action need to be resolved, the Service recommends that a knowledgeable consultant be
contacted to conduct habitat assessments, trapping studies, or to provide recommendations regarding
options under the ESA. Due to staffing constraints, the Colorado Field Office cannot provide you with
these services.

Along with the ESA, please be aware of the potential application of the MBTA and the BGEPA to your
transmission line project. Protective measures to help reduce possible impacts to migratory birds and other
raptors should be installed. 7 CFR § 1724.52 allows for deviations from construction standards for raptor
protection, provided that structures are designed and constructed in accordance with Suggested Practices
for Raptor Protection on Power Lines: The State of the Art in 1996 published by the Edison Electric
Institute/Raptor Research Foundation. The regulation requires that such structures be in accordance with
the National Electrical Safety Code and applicable State and local regulations.

If the Service can be of further assistance, please contact Sandy Vana-Miller of my staff at (303) 275-2370.

Sincerely,

/QMV\C )—M:v\/\-«

Susan C. Linner
Colorado Field Supervisor

Enclosure: Species List

cc: FWSR6, S. Vana-Miller



Colorado Field Office County List
Updated February 2005

| |
Symbols:
* Water depletions in the Upper Colorado River and San Juan River Basins,
| may affect the species and/or critical habitat in downstream reaches in other states.
A Water depletions in the South Platte River may affect the species and/or critical habitat in
downstream reaches in other states.
There is designated critical habitat for the species within the county.
Threatened
Endangered
Proposed
Experimental

AXTYHE-AE

Candidate

For additional information contact: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado Field Office, 755
Parfet Street, Suite 361, Lakewood, Colorado 80215, telephone 303-275-2370
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Western Colorado Field Office, 764 Horizon Drive, Building B,

Grand Junction, Colorado 81506, telephone 970-243-2778

Species Scientific Name Status
ADAMS
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus i
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes B
Least tern (interior population) A Sterna antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida I
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus 5
Piping plover A . Charadrius melodus E
| Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis i
Whooping crane A Grus americana £
ALAMOSA
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus |5
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes | E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis | T
Gunnison sage-grouse Centrocercus minimus | C
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida | T
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus (B
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 3
ARAPAHOE
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus i




Colorado pikeminnow™

Parachute beardtongue Penstemon debilis 2
Razorback sucker© Xyrauchen texanus E
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus 2%
| Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus &
GILPIN
Boreal toad Bufo boreas boreas (@
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis ¥
Least tern (interior population) A Sterna antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida 1
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus i
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
GRAND
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus T
Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Boreal toad Bufo boreas boreas £
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius | E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha | E
Osterhout milkvetch Astragalus osterhoutii B
Penland beardtongue Penstemon penlandii B
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus B
Slender moonwort Botrychium lineare G
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 2
GUNNISON
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus iy
Bonytail* Gila elegans E
Boreal toad Bufo boreas boreas C
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis &
Colorado pikeminnow™ Ptychocheilus lucius E
Gunnison sage-grouse Centrocercus minimus &
Humpback chub* Gila cypha B,
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Boloria acrocnema E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C
HINSDALE
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus G 5
Bonytail* Gila elegans 13
Boreal toad Bufo boreas boreas C
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Ptychocheilus Iucius | E




STATE OF COLORADO

Bill Ritter, Jr., Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESCURCES

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

mark B. Konishi, Acting Diractor ' i
6060 Broadway , For Wildlife-
Denver, Colorado 80216 For People

Telephone: {303) 287-1192
wildlife. stafe.co.us

September 11, 2007

Rodney Jones

Western Area Power Administration
Rocky Mountain Region

3555 East Crossroads Boulevard
Loveland, CO 8§0539-3003

Mr. Jones,

The Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) has previously commented in regards to the wildlife impads that the Granby
Pumping Plant to Windy Gap Transmission Line Rebuild project will have on wildlife in a letter dated August 2005. This
letter identified several significant wildlife impacts to big game winter range, sage grouse, and raptors/migratory trds. The
current alignment as opposed to the proposed reroute, presents fewer wildlife impacts considering the significant habitat
losses and fragmentation within the area.

The proposed transmission line rebuild will have both direct and cumulative impats to the greater sage grouse in the area.
The project lies within occupied range of the greater sage grouse as defined by the Colorado Division of Wildlife. Greater
sage grouse utilize this area year round for breeding, broodrearing, summer and winterhabitats. The greater sage grouse isa
state species of special concern and has been petitioned multiple times for listing under the Endangered Species Act. The
Middle Park Greater Sage Grouse Conservation Plan (2001) will provide more detaikd information on greater sage grouse in
Middle Park. Currently a comprehensive Colorado Greater Sage Grouse Conservation Plan is in its final draft stages and
should be available later this year.

Additionally, this area is the southeastern most range for the greater sage grouse, and has been significantly compromised by
surrounding developments, habitat fragmentation, and human disturbance. Current information does not support any
exchange between North Park or other western Middle Park greater sage grouse populations and is isolated. The fransmission
line rebuild will place the disturbance in closer proximity to this breeding area. Greater sage grouse collision potential and
increased predation is likely to occur with the proposed rebuild alternative. Overal, the existing route imposes the least
impact to greater sage grouse and minimizes cumulative impacts already in place withother significant habitat losses in the
area.

The area of Table Mountain and the surrounding habitats are defined as winter rangefor elk and mule deer. All human
activities associated with any construction and maintenance of this transmission line within winter range should not take place
between November and April. This will help maintain the viability of this severely limited sesonal habitat. Human
disturbance in this area may displace elk to adjacent private lands and cause conflicts.

The invasion and spread of non-native plants and noxious weeds within the rerouted alignmentare of concern. These plants
reduce the density of native vegetation and can out compete native plants that many wildlife species are dependent on.
Precautions should be taken to reduce the introduction or spread of these plants. Cleaning vehicles before introducing them to
a new area and having a comprehensive plan to control weeds after construction takes place is imperative.

A variety of migratory birds occur in the area. These include a variety of raptors including eagles and osprey. Ospreys also
have attempted to utilize other utility poles inthe area for nesting. Tmpacts from collisions and electrocutions may increase

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESCURCES, Harris D. Sherman, Executive Director
WILDLIFE COMMISSION, Tom Burke, Chair e Claire O’'Neal, Vice Chair Robert Bray, Secretary
Members, Dennis Buechler « Brad Coors e Jeffrey Crawford « Tim Glenn « Roy McAnally » Richard Ray
Ex Officio Members, Harris Sherman and John Stulp



mortality with these species especially considering the increased height and number of lines associated with the new
transmission line.

The CDOW is very concerned about the wildlife impacts that re routing and increasing the size of the structures will have on
wildlife in the area. In addition to direct effects, this preferred alternative will also contribute to cumulative impacts to
wildlife. If the CDOW can be of further assistance in further addressing the wildlife impacts that this project will have, please
contact Kirk Oldham, District Wildlife Manager at (970) 725-6200.

Sincerely

fwé* NI BN P

Lyle H. Sidener
Area Wildlife Manager

¢c. Kirk Oldham (CDOW), Ron Velarde (CDOW); Susan Linner (USFWS), Craig Magwire (USFS)



STATE OF COLORADO

Bill Owens, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Bruce McCloskey, Director For Wildiife-
6060 Broadway 1fe

Denver, Colorado 80216 For People
Telephone: (303) 297-1192

Rodney Jones August 24, 2005
Western Area Power Administration

Rocky Mountain Region

5555 East Crossroads Boulevard

Loveland, CO 80539-3003

Mr. Jones,

The Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) has had the opportunity to review the project description of the Granby
Pumping Plant - Windy Gap Transmission Line Rebuild project. There are several wildlife impacts that the
preliminary review of the project has presented. These include impacts to big game winter range, sage grouse, and
raptors/migratory birds.

The area of Table Mountain and the surrounding habitats are utilized as winter range for elk and deer. Maintenance
and construction of this line in this winter range between the months of November through April may reduce the use
of this limiting habitat. Elk may be displaced to other adjacent private lands with activities associated with the power
line.

Other parts of the alternative may be built on areas utilized by sage grouse. Impacts to sage grouse nesting areas,
brooding areas, and possible breeding areas may occur by the addition and utilization of the new alignment. The
significant increase in height of the proposed power line may also increase sage grouse predation due to raptor perches
at a greater distance from the power line.

The CDOW concurs with the United State Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on its comments received on July 13,
2005 with respect to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
of 1940 (BGEPA) and the protective measures that the USFWS may require. The area is regularly used by a variety
of raptors including golden eagle, bald eagle, red tailed hawk, osprey, goshawk, Swainsons hawk, coopers hawk,
kestrel, prairie falcon and great horned owl. These species also may be affected as a result of collisions with guy
wires and lines.

If the CDOW can be of further assistance in further addressing the wildlife impacts that this project will have, please
contact Kirk Oldham, District Wildlife Manager at (970) 627-3775.

Sincerely

o f Kty

Tom Kroening
Acting Area Wildlife Manager

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, Russell George, Executive Director
WILDLIFE COMMISSION, Jeffrey Crawford, Chair e Tom Burke, Vice Chair « Ken Torres, Secretary
Members, Robert Bray  Rick Enstrom e Philip James ¢ Claire O'Neal » Richard Ray « Robert Shoemaker
Ex Officio Members, Russell George and Don Ament



cc. Kirk Oldham (CDOW), Ron Velarde (CDOW), John Bredehoft (CDOW), Lyle
Sidener,(CDOW), Patricia Hesch (USFS), Sandy Van-Miller (USFWS)
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