Rural and Regional
Benefits of Windfarms =

Ken Starcher
Alternative Energy Institute



A 100 Megawatt Wind farm can:

Supply 10to 12 jobs for maintenance

Have 300 — 600 jobs for 4 - 8 months
during construction

Lure primary and secondary jobs to
the area

Create opportunities for locals to
meet the new needs of the wind farm.



Regional Economic impact comes
from the growth of a larger tax base:

The biggest concern by the locals
has been the noise, ugliness and
potential land value impact. Worry
that it will affect future use of the
land

Then after the farm was in, the view
was” they are not so bad looking,
they can’t be heard from my place,
and my land values are unaffected.”



Tax numbers, Nolan County, Texas

Year # # Appraised Tax
of farms  Turbines (millions) (millions)
‘03 1 100 107 1.3
'04 2 125 130 1.8
'05 3 125 150 2.1
'06 5 335 263 4.3
'07 11 614 962 12.0

'08 15 1,089 1,409 16.2



Rural improvements: who pays?

Should wind developers bear the full cost
of road/water and sewage improvements?

They were not needed till the wind farm
went in, but the usage versus the cost Is
minimal.

The agreements now call for open
negotiation if it becomes a cost to the
local economy.



Empleyment
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= Pilot cars

= | ong-haul transportation
= Supply contracts

Legalis accouﬁ‘tiﬁgﬁl-:

Spin-off businesses

= = T Texas

WIND ENERGY



Viora srrall ousiriass

- ———
e R | i ——

e Censtrucﬂon&e‘per»atlons
- field offices

= 24-hour mobile tire repair
= Catering & remote cafes
= Laundromats

Trailer parks




\Wind company.examples —

Swgst\/\/?lzer Jr)r‘f?l_f. Of1S

. e ————i - -
— ——— 'l-'—!-lll—__ = __ St

g—— T ey

-— R— - .

~ = GEV Wlnd - = SecondWmd

~ = Babcock & Brown = \Mortenson
= FPL Energy T = Third Planet Windpower

= AES Wind = Wind Energy Services
= AEP Wind = Wind Energy Turbine
= Airtricity — e.on ™ Services
S DEWind " " Hytorc ————
oY = U Solutions

esBlaner

= RES Americas " Slemens
= Evans Enterprises " Fastenal




More wind.company.eExamples —
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Leading wind science &
technology colleges & universities

RAIDER POWER = SWEET Center — field prototypes
e of turbines & wind assessment —
TSTC —

R i O = \Workforce training — Texas State

Wind energy PhD Texas Techad
University:

e T

exas Wind Power Institute —
TSTC & Texas Tech — K-PhD

= \Workforce recruitment —
www.GreenCollarVets.org

TEXAS STATE
TECHNICAL
COLLEGE
MF‘%T TEX Ao .



http://www.greencollarvets.org/
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Alternative Energy Institute
West Texas A&M University
Box 60248, WTAMU
Canyon, TX 79016

Tel: 806 651 2295
Fax: 806 651 2733
aeimail@mail.wtamu.edu
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