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PRESS RELEASE 

    

    

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Sept. 9, 2009 

 

Basin Electric and NextEra Energy sign agreement for Day County 
wind project  

Bismarck, N.D. – Basin Electric Power Cooperative and Next Era Energy Resources (formerly 
FPL Energy) have signed an agreement to develop another wind farm. The project will be 
located in Day County near Groton, S.D. East River Electric Power Cooperative, Madison, S.D., 
will provide the transmission interconnection for the project. 

This is the fifth agreement between Basin Electric and NextEra Energy with NextEra Energy 
building, owning and operating a large wind project and Basin Electric purchasing the electricity. 
The other four wind projects are located near Wilton (two phases) and Edgeley, N.D., and 
Highmore, S.D.  

Ron Harper, Basin Electric CEO and general manager, said this agreement is a perfect 
example of working together to accomplish goals. “Back in 2005, our members directed us to 
provide 10 percent of their electricity needs from renewable forms of energy. Since then, we’ve 
been working hard to accomplish that goal,” he said. “As wholesale power suppliers, we are 
obligated to develop facilities that will keep electricity rates affordable…and working with 
NextEra Energy, we’re able to accomplish that goal.” 

The 99-megawatt capacity Day County Wind Farm will feature 66, 1.5-megawatt wind 
turbines; almost identical to the ones operating near Highmore, S.D. Construction will begin as 
soon as all permits and approvals are received. It’s anticipated the project be ready for 
commercial operation by late 2010.  

For the first three years of commercial operation, Basin Electric has agreed to sell the output 
of the Day County project to the Western Area Power Administration. “The reservoir levels on 
the Missouri River are improving, however Western continues to expect less than normal 
generation for the next few years,” said Tim Meeks, Administrator for the Western Area Power 
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Administration. “This short-term purchase from Basin Electric fits our strategic goals for 
purchasing replacement power, and we are excited that this purchase is from a renewable 
resource. Western recognizes how valuable customer partnerships are as we seek to provide 
our customers with reliable, cost-based power and energy. This agreement is just one of many 
successful partnerships Western has with Basin Electric.” 

Another important element of this project was the construction of necessary transmission to 
facilitate the generation’s delivery. East River is providing the transmission facilities for the Day 
County project. “As part of the cooperative delivery system, we look forward to adding new 
sources of renewable energy to our portfolio. Just as we provided transmission delivery for the 
Hyde County Wind Farm (near Highmore), East River will construct the necessary facilities to 
deliver power from this wind project,” East River Electric General Manager Jeff Nelson said. 

“I greatly appreciate East River’s participation in this project. Their helpfulness and expertise 
in transmission delivery are a demonstration of the strength of the cooperative family,” Harper 
said. 

John DiDonato, vice president of wind development for NextEra Energy said, “As the nation’s 
leader in wind energy generation we’re thrilled to once again be partnering with Basin Electric to 
bring the environmental and economic benefits of this renewable resource to the region.”  

The cooperative family already has a presence near Groton. Basin Electric has developed a 
two-unit peaking station just south of Groton. Those units were placed in commercial operation 
in 2006 and 2008, respectively. The Groton Generation Station not only provides peaking 
capacity but also transmission stability for Western’s transmission lines in that part of South 
Dakota. “The wind project near Groton will connect into East River’s existing transmission 
system,” Harper said. “As the original power supplier to electric cooperatives in the region, 
Western built and maintains the backbone transmission grid to deliver electric power. As those 
cooperatives grew, Basin Electric and East River were formed to supplement that system, 
blending the hydro and thermal power for long-term power supply.”  

Harper is excited to build on Basin Electric’s relationship with NextEra Energy to develop 
additional wind generation in the region. “This really provides a quadruple benefit for Basin 
Electric, NextEra Energy, East River and the Western Area Power Administration. Basin Electric 
has a new resource of renewable energy, NextEra Energy is able to develop the project 
because they have a buyer, East River provided the transmission facility, and the Western Area 
Power Administration can purchase another portion of renewable energy to meet their drought-
related replacement energy needs,” Harper said. 

Additionally, Basin Electric is constructing the nation’s largest cooperative-owned wind farm 
near Minot, N.D. The project, scheduled for completion in early 2010, will have a generating 
capacity of 115.5 megawatts. Basin Electric is planning another cooperative-owned 151.5-
megawatt wind farm near Crow Lake, S.D. That project is scheduled to be complete in late 2010 
or early 2011. With the addition of the Day County Wind Farm, the total wind energy produced 
in South Dakota will reach 387 megawatts.  
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ABOUT BASIN ELECTRIC POWER COOPERATIVE 

Basin Electric is a consumer-owned, regional cooperative headquartered in Bismarck, N.D. It generates 
and transmits electricity to 136 member rural electric systems in nine states: Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming. These member systems 
distribute electricity to about 2.8 million consumers. For more information, go to www.basinelectric.com. 

 

ABOUT EAST RIVER ELECTRIC POWER COOPERATIVE  

East River Electric Power Cooperative is a wholesale electric power supply cooperative distributing power 
to 25 member systems throughout eastern South Dakota and western Minnesota. As members of 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, East River members serve more than 92,000 homes and businesses 
affecting 250,000 consumers over a 36,000 square mile service area. For more information go to: 
www.eastriver.coop 

ABOUT WESTERN AREA POWER ADMINISTRATION  

Western Area Power Administration is a Federal agency that annually markets and transmits more than 
10,000 megawatts of clean, renewable power from hydroelectric power plants owned and operated by the 
Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 15 western and central states. It is part 
of the Department of Energy. Learn more about Western at www.wapa.gov. 

ABOUT NEXTERA ENERGY RESOURCES  

NextEra Energy Resources is a clean energy leader and one of the largest competitive energy suppliers 
in North America. A subsidiary of Juno Beach, Fla.-based FPL Group (NYSE: FPL), NextEra Energy 
Resources is the largest generator in North America of renewable energy from the wind and sun. It 
operates clean, emissions-free nuclear power generation facilities in New Hampshire, Iowa and 
Wisconsin as part of the FPL Group nuclear fleet, which is the third largest in the U.S. FPL Group had 
2008 revenues of more than $16 billion, approximately 39,000 megawatts of generating capacity, and 
more than 15,000 employees in 27 states and Canada. For more information, visit these Web sites:  
www.NextEraEnergyResources.com, www.FPLGroup.com. 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 

Basin Electric: Floyd Robb (701) 557-5607, frobb@bepc.com 

Daryl Hill (701) 557-5602, dhill@bepc.com 

Western Area Power Administration:  Randy Wilkerson, (720) 962-7056, 
Wilkerson@wapa.gov 

East River Electric Power Cooperative: Scott Parsley (605) 256-4536, 
sparsley@eastriver.coop 

NextEra Energy Resources: Steve Stengel, (888) 867-3050, 
steven.stengel@nexteraenergy.com 

 


