To: U. S. Department of Energy/Western Area Power Administration Joint Outreach Team;
Ms. Anita Decker, Acting Administrator, Western Area Power Administration

From: Mark Ramthun, DMU General Manager
Date: October 22, 2012
RE: Extension Request on the Comment Period on the Joint Outreach Team’s (JOT’s)

Draft Recommendations to the Secretary of Energy regarding the Future of the Power
Marketing Administrations (PMAs)

I am writing you on behalf of the Board of Trustees of Denison Municipal Utilities (DMU), Denison, lowa,
population 8,298 located in west-central lowa. We respectfully request that the 30-day public comment
period currently set aside for the JOT’s recommendations regarding the future of the federal PMAs be
expanded to 90 days.

Our community relies, in part, on Western Area Power Administration for power supply, and has an
interest in the process initiated by Secretary of Energy Steven Chu’s March 16 memorandum on the
future of the PMAs. The draft recommendations will represent a critical milestone in this process. The
JOT’s draft recommendations will provide us with the first chance to review concrete proposals and
evaluate their potential impact.

Our request for extending the comment period on the JOT’s draft recommendations reflects our desire
to provide the Department of Energy with informed, thoughtful feedback its representatives have
openly solicited. As things stand, we are expected to conduct our assessment of the JOT's potentially
wide-ranging recommendations and draft thoughtful comments over a 30-day period that is likely to
include the Thanksgiving holiday.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that the JOT provide a 90-day comment period on its draft
recommendations rather than the 30 days currently allotted. Doing so will provide all stakeholders in
this process with a meaningful opportunity to review the JOT’s recommendations, analyze their
implications, and offer well-considered comments.

c: Senator Charles Grassley
Senator Tom Harkin
Representative Steve King
DMU Board of Trustees



